AFTER   THE   STORM
tired of hating: secondly, our system is different to
the German system, although we are like them in
many other respects. The British Tommy is a
wonderful fellow in strange countries,         ill be
bound in a couple of years or so - if we are to stay
on - the Germans will actually love him, he is such
a gentleman.5
Meanwhile Christmas Day arrives ~ the
of the Prince of Peace and lover of children* The
veterans and their officers entertain the French
youngsters within their areas. We all, also, attend
a special Christmas pantomime for the children, in
the Roubaix Theatre, which we rent for the day.
Colonel Plunkett? of Mons and Bourlon, treble
D.S.O., M.C., D.C.M., marches at the head of
three hundred children, while his band plays the
Marseillaise^ and his officers and X.C.O.'s act as
ushers and help on the toddlers.
Andrews and O'Connor do the same. And what of
Cologne?   The British mentality is predominatingly
uniform.   The children of all nations, belligerents
and neutrals alike, have been the innocent victims
of a great misfortune!  They did not make the war,
they merely suffered and lost.   So thinks a manly
parson at Cologne, with the result that the German
children share in the joys of Christmas, as guests of
British soldiers, on the birthday of the Prince of Peace.
I journey to Brussels and Cologne - but before
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